AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



Please amend claims 1 and 16, as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of synchronizing multi-site print ready 
document libraries, comprising: 

publishing print-ready document library subject availability via multicast 
communication over a data network , wherein a print server us i ng a mu l t i cast 
communicat i on transport layer to facilitates foc ili tatc multi-site print load balancing 
wherein said subject availability is predefined , wherein said print server gauges and 
determines respective print service sites 7 print load capacity, expertise required to 
print, and shipping and labor costs when facilitating said multi-site print load 
balancing ; 

managing source page description language (PDL) and storing decomposed 
PDL files as bitmapped files of said print ready document for consistent print 
results, management, storage and use of said print-ready document; 

receiving subscriptions for print-ready document library subjects via point-to- 
point data communication over the data network from remote subscribers at 
individual sites wherein said subscriptions comprise a configuration file that 
functions as a lookup table for subjects subscribed to by said subscribers; 

maintaining a record of subscriber data, subject data and publication- 
subscription logs utilizing a publish-subscribe middleware wherein said publish- 
subscribe middleware enables at least one server and at least one database to 
operate together for management of said record; 

i nstantaneous l y, — at — time — of — repos i tory — change, — synchronizing — date 
rcprcscntot i vc of a print ready document with remote subscr i bers at ind i v i dua l s i tes 
over the data network us i ng a mult i cast commun i cat i on transport layer; 

printing said print-ready document at said individual sites; 

and wherein communication is all accomplished via multicast to subscribers 
by publisher enterprise equipment. 
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Claims 2 through 15 were previously cancelled. 



16. (Currently Amended) A system for managing distributed multi-site print 
ready document Print Ready Document libraries comprising: 
at least one database; 

at least one print ready document library wherein documents are assigned to 
predefined topics stored within said at least one database; 

a data network configured to publish availability of said predefined topics to a 
plurality of print service sites wherein said print service sites subscribe to at least 
one of said predefined topics utilizing a configuration file conveyed over said data 
network; 

at least one server configured to access said predefined topics stored within 
said at least one database; 

enterprise communication equipment comprising a router and a network 
access device , wherein a print server util i zing a mu l t i cast commun i cation tronsport 
l oycr to facilitates fac i litate multi-site print load balancing, wherein said print server 
mu l ticost communication tronsport l ayer is configured to automatically send print- 
ready documents to said plurality of print service sites in accordance with said 
predefined topics that each of said plurality of print service sites subscribed to x 
respective print service sites' print load capacity, expertise required to print, and 
shipping and labor costs, wherein communication is accomplished via a multicast to 
subscribers by publisher enterprise equipment; 

management of source page description language (PDL) and storage of 
decomposed PDL files as bitmapped files of said print ready document for 
consistent print results, management, storage and use of said print-ready 
document; 

i nstontoncous l y — synchroniz i ng — data — representat i ve — of said — pr i nt ready 
document w i th sa i d plura li ty of print serv i ce sites over the data network to further 
fac ili tate mu l ti s i te print l oad ba l anc i ng; 
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publish-subscribe middleware configured to enable said at least one server to 
operate in conjunction with said at least one database in order to manage 
subscriber data, topic data and publication-subscription logs; and 

at least one rendering device located at each of said print service sites 
configured to render said print-ready documents. 

17. (Previously canceled) 
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